Chengdu, Sichuan China
When I last left you, I was visiting the pandas in Chengdu, Sichuan.  I have attached a small file so that you can hear how Sichuan is pronounced, I'll almost guarantee you had it wrong.  The western border of Sichuan is Tibet, I think the southern border is North Vietnam, I need to get a world map. We are actually down here to visit Chong's father and his sister.  His father and I are toasting each other's health.  I have a ways to go here, as he is 100 years old.    
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I asked him the secret of longevity, he said the most important thing to remember is that you've got to keep moving, never let anything stop for very long.  And he doesn't.  He has a whole series of daily exercises, and even when he is sitting he doesn't waste much time, as he rolls two steel balls around with his fingers.  The toast above, by the way, is with a 100 proof Chinese liquor, he recommends a couple of these everyday.  Good idea!  Here is Chong with his father on his exercise bike, between the two of them, they represent 174 years of living.    Hmmmm, seems like I should pay attention here.
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Here is Xintian playing mahjong with Chong’s sister, next to her is her husband (both recently retired professors of history at Sichuan University), across from her is a family friend.  I think you can see their home is pretty comfortable, western toilet, A/C, the works.
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This is the stock exchange for day traders right next to the entrance to the University, lots of interest in the markets here.
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Sichuan University has about 35,000 undergraduates, not a small place.  This building is their athletic center, the picture below is a front view of the same facility.  Note the exercise class, one of multiple groups around campus.
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This part of the campus is full of small children.  The faculty apartments are all on-campus, and there are a sufficient number of children that they support their own primary school education system on-campus.
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Here is a picture of Xintian and her uncle.

[image: image8.jpg]



You can see that this campus is a beautiful place.

Here is one of the little yummies I ran across on-campus.  If you love pie crusts, you would go bananas over these things.[image: image9.jpg]



I bought two and had great difficulty sharing them.

Take care all, will write more later.  Cheers, Nelson
